ANOIXTH ENIZTONH

OPEN LETTER

Concerning the dire situation at the Acropolis, Athens World Heritage Property

IXETIKA e TN Sewvn*, kataotaon otnv AKpoTtoAn, Mvnueio Maykoopiag KAnpovopiag tng
ABnvog

*n KT

Berlin, 12 May 2023

Honourable Director-General of UNESCO

Your Highness President of the World Heritage Committee
Honourable Members of the World Heritage Committee
Dear Director of the World Heritage Centre

we implore you to put the World Heritage property “Acropolis, Athens” on the agenda of the 45"
Session of the World Heritage Committee under Item 7B as a matter of utmost urgency, and
discuss its State of Conservation. Furthermore, since the activities at the property are a direct
threat to its Outstanding Universal Value, the Committee should decide to inscribe the property in
the List of World Heritage in Danger.

J oG MAPAKOAOVE Vo PAAeTe TG Teplovaia Maykoopiag KAnpovoutdg «AkpotmoAn, ABrivo» atnv
npepnola dtatagn tng 45ng Xuvodou tng Emitpomnng Maykoouiog KAnpovouldg oto Xnpeio 7B wg
eEalpeTika emelyov BEpa kat va oudntioete Tnv Katdotaon Alatipnong tov. Emunigoy,
Sedopevou OTL oL SpaoTNPLOTNTEG O AUTH ATIOTEAOUV AUEDCN aTElAn yia Tnv E§gxovoa
Naykooula Agia tng, n Emitpom Ba pémel va amogaciosl va tnv eyypael otov Katdhoyo tng
MNaykooulag KAnpovoulag os Kivduvo.

The construction activities on the site, both already implemented and planned for the near future,
are so massive and extensive that they are altering its appearance and character to an extent that
will deprive the property completely of its authenticity and integrity. The result will turn a
monument which has inspired countless generations for its elevating spirit and beauty into a
shallow backdrop of must-see locations for selfie photos. Greece will have lost its soul and be no
longer be considered a stalwart of archaeology and cultural heritage, and the world will have lost
a site to which humanity has looked up to in enchantment.

Ol KOTAOKELOOTIKEG SPATTNPLOTNTEG OTOV XWPO, TIOV £Xouv &N LAoTtolNOEl Ko
TIPOYPOUATIOTEL YL TO €yyUG HEAAOV, €ival TOOO POCLKEG KOL EKTETOUEVEG TTOU GAAOLWVOUV TNV
OYn KoL TOV XopakTpa Tov os Babud Tov Ba oTeprosl eVvIEAWG TNV aUBeVTIKOTNTA KOL TNV
okepalOTNTA Tou. To amoTéAeopua Oo peTATPEYPEL éVva UVNEIO, TIOU £XEL EUTIVEVCEL
OUETPNTEG YEVIEG YIX TO AVUPWTIKO TTIVEUHA KOL TNV OLOPPLE TOV, OE VA pNXO OKNVLIKO
amno “must-see” TomoOeaisg yiax pwtoypapieg selfie. H EAAGSa O €xeL x&oeL TNV YPuxn TnG
kot 8ev O Bswpeital TALov éva «MAAANKAPL» TNG APXXLOAOYING KL TNG TIOALTIOTIKNG
KANPOVOMLAG KAl O KOOHOG Oa €xelL XAOEL évay TOTIO TOV OTOio N avOpwTOTNTA ATEVI{EL pE
Séoc.
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Since the end of 2020, the plateau of the Acropolis of Athens has been paved with reinforced
concrete, covering extensively the living rock. This implementation circumvented the Greek legal
frameworks and international standard-setting instruments concerning the preservation of
cultural heritage monuments. The measures gave rise to a huge outcry on a national and
international scale, for the irreversibility and scale of the implementation, and for the aesthetic
and practical damages inflicted on the site.

Amo Ta TéAn Touv 2020, To vyinedo Tng AkpOToAng TNG ABNVag £xeL SlaoTpwBel pe oTIALOUEVO
OKUPOSEUD, KOAUTITOVTAG EKTEVWG TOV {wvTavo Bpaxo. H vAomoinon autr apékapPe Tal
EMNVIKA VOULKG TTAai oL Kot T S1eBvr) Opyava BE0TILoNG TTPOTUTIWY OXETIKA WE TN Slaxtrpnon
TWV HVNUEIWY TIOMTIOTIKNAG KANPOVOULAG. Ta 6oa hapUOOTNKAV TIPOKAAECAV TEPATTIX
KaTokpawyn o€ €BVIKH Kat SleBvr KAHOKQ, yla TO PN QVOOTPEWLUO TWV EQOPHOYWV, TNV
KAPOKO TNG VAOTIOINGNG KA YLt ALOONTIKEG KOL TIPOAKTIKESG (NIULEG TIOU TIPOKARBNKAV GTOV XWPO.

At the same time, two more projects were announced by the Greek Ministry of Culture and
Sports: 1. the project of covering the rock with new structures in the form of levelled terraces and
2. the construction of a new flight of steps at the west access, which claims to reconstruct the
form of a Roman flight of marble steps originating in the 1% century AD. Both projects, if
implemented, would deprive the Acropolis Rock of its authentic character as an historic
monument on its own, according to the evaluation of UNESCO.

MapAdAAnAg, avakolvwOnkav §Uo akoun épya amd to Yrioupyeio MoATIopoU kot ABANTIOHOU:
1. TO €pyo TNG KAALWNG TOU PPAXOV HE VEEG KATOOKEVEG PE TN HOPPN LOOTIESWHEVWV
ovoBoBpidwy Kat 2. N KATAOKELN KOG VEQG KAiaKkag oTn SuTikh TtpooBaon, n omoia
LoxupileTal OTL B AVOKOATAOKEVATEL TN HOPPN HLOG PWHAIKAG HOPUAPLVNG KALHOKOG (OKAAQK)
OPUAPLVOL CKOAOTIATLO TIOU avayeTal otov To awwva pLX. Ta SU0 autd £pya, EGV VAOTIOLOVVTAWY,
Ba otepovoav and Tov Bpaxo Tng AKPOTIOANG TOV UBEVTIKO XOPOKTNPO TOL WG KaBowTo
LOTOPLKO pvnpeio, cVpPEWVA pe TNV a§loAoynaon tng UNESCO.

A World Heritage Centre / ICOMOS Advisory mission which visited the Acropolis Athens from 27
to 29 April 2022 found itself faced with a fait accomplit. It was clear that what was done was
practically impossible to correct. The mission members, inexplicably, took the explanations of the
Greek State Party about the reversibility of the interventions at face value, merely repeating them
in their report, and accepted without due diligence the false statements of the Greek government
that they had been approved by an international Conference. The Mission limited itself to
suggesting a considerable number of essential and substantial improvements.

H oupBouAsutikn) AtootoAn tou Kevtpou Maykdopiag KAnpovoutdg / ICOMOS mou emlokE@OnKe
TNV AkpomoAn ABnvwv amo Tig 27 £wg Tig 29 Attpidiou 2022 PpEONKE QVTLHETWTIN HE EVA
TETEAECHEVO YEYOVOG. HTOV 0OQEG OTL UTO TIOU EYIVE NTAV TIPOAKTIKA adVvaTo var SLlopBwbel.
To LEAN TG AmOOTOANG, avegnynta, éAafav Tig e&nynoelg Tou EAAnvVikoU Kpdtoug ylo thv
OVOOTPEYLHOTNTA TWV TIAPEUPATEWV «TOLG HETPNTOIG», EMAVOAXUPAVOVTAG TEG ATTAWG OTNV
€kBeon Toug, kal SéXTnKav Xwpic Tn déovoa empéAeia TIg YPeudeic SNAwaelg TnG EAANVIKAG
kuBépvnong otL sixav eykplOei amod AeBvig Zuvédplo. H AltOOTOAR auTOTIEPLOPIOTNKE OTO VA
TIPOTEIVEL EVOV ONUAVTIKO OPLBUO OUCLWSWY KOL OUCLOOTIKWY BEATIWOEWV.

In view of the fact that the Mission, composed of very experienced international experts, never
challenged statements which were in such obvious and stark contradiction with the reality on the
site, and having been provided with information submitted to them by independent experts and
civil society, gives rise to speculation that non-technical considerations may have had an impact
on their findings and report.

Nicolaihaus eBriiderstr. 13¢10178BerlineGermanye+49(30)2045-3975

contact@world-heritage-watch.org ¢ www.world-heritage-watch.org



AOyw TOU YeyovoTOG OTL N ATTOGTOAN, TIOU OTTOTEAEITAL ATTO TIOAV EpTELPOUG SLEBVEIC
EUTIELPOYVWHOVEG, SeV auPLoPrTNoE TTOTE SNAWOELG OL OTIOLEG ATAV OE TOTO TIPOPAVH KL TIAR PN
QVTLPOON ME TNV TIPAYUATIKOTNTX 0TOV XWPO, TIAPOAO TTOU TOUG TIAPATXE0nKav TTANPOPOpPIEG
oo aVEEAPTNTOUG EUTIELPOYVWHOVES KOL TNV KOWWVIO TWV TIOAITWY, SNLoupyouvVTaL EIKOGLEG
OTL <N TEXVIKOL TIAPAYOVTEG» UTIOPEL VO £(X OV QVTIKTUTIO OTA TTIOPIOUATA KOt 0TV €KBEaN
TOUC,

As far as it concerns the two projects announced as forthcoming, that is the covering of the rock
at the Acropolis plateau and the so-called reconstruction of a flight of Roman steps at the
western access to the Acropolis, the Advisory Mission’s recommendations are very clear that, prior
to any implementation, the three successive stages of studies (preliminary, final and
implementation) prescribed by Greek law must be submitted to the Greek authorities for
approval.

Y O,TL apopd Tt SVO £PYa TTIOV AVOKOWVWONKAV YL TO TIPOCEXEG HEANOV, SNAadH TNV KEALYN
TOV Bpaxou TG AKPOTIOANG HE avaBaBuiSeg Kot TN AEYOUEVN OVAKATOOKEUN MG PWHOTKAG
KAlpaKoG oTn SUTIKA TTPOORAON, Ol CUOTACELG TNG ZUPPOVAEUTIKAG ATTOOTOANG Elval TTOA) CcaPEiq
OTL, TPV OO OTIOLASATIOTE VAOTIOINGN, Ta TPt SLASOXIKA OTASIA TWV PEAETWV

(T POKATAPKTLKH, OPLOTIKI KOL EPAPUOYNG) TIoU TIPORAETTOVTAL amtd TNV EAANVIKY VopoBeaia
TIPETTEL VO UTTIOPANOOVV OTLG EAANVIKEG OPXEC YL EYKPLON.

No further works must be carried out without Heritage Impact Assessments undertaken in
advance of approval or work commencing, based on detailed documentation with argumentation,
plans and drawings, and without formal notification being provided in line with § 172 of the
Operational Guidelines. All information should also be shared with the Committee for review by
the Advisory Bodies, prior to commencing implementation. Since no Management Plan or
Tourism Plan have ever been submitted for the Acropolis, such plans would have to be done, and
the Acropolis implementation projects should be inscribed in them. It is also clear that any new
implementation should not clash with the 1964 Charter of Venice, and the 2003 ICOMOS Charter
on Principles of Analysis, Conservation and Structural Restoration of Architectural Heritage.

Agv TIPETIEL VO EKTEAOUVTOL TIEPALTEPW EPYATLEG XWPLG v £X0UV TipayaToTtoln el
MeAeteg/EkTiunoetg Emumtwoswy otnv KAnpovo & mpty amo tnv £ykpLon r tnv evapén twv
EPYOOLWY, e PAoN AETTITOUEPN TEKUNPLWON HE ETIXELPNUATOAOYIO, KATOWELG KOl OXESLD, KOl
Xwplg emionun eidomoinon ocVp@wva pe TNV § 172 Twv Emtxetpnotakwy Odnytwv. OAeg ot
TIANpoYopieg Ba TipETEL eTioNG Vo KOvoTiolovvVTalL oTNV ETiTpoTA yla emavegétaon amno ta
JuppouvAeuTika ‘Opyava, Tiptv omd TNy evapén emikeipevwy mapspBdoswy. Epdoov dev gxel
uTtoPANBel ToTE Ix€610 Alaxeiplong ) 2x€So Touplopo yla Tnv AkpOTIoAn, Ba émpete va yivouv
TETOLX OXESLA KL VO EYYPOPOVV OE QUTA TA £pya TWV TAPEPPAoswv otnv AkpOTIoAn. Etval
ETONG COPEG OTL OTIOLASNTIOTE VEQ TIAPEPHACN SEV TIPETIEL VO EPXETOL OE OCUYKPOUON UE TOV
Xd&pTn tng Bevetiog Tou 1964 kat tov Xaptn touv ICOMOS Ttou 2003 yux Tig Apxeg Avaiuong,
JuvTrpnong kat ATtokatdotaong TG ApXLTEKTOVIKNAG KAnpovouLag,.

As soon as the Advisory Mission’s report was uploaded on the WHC website, the Greek Ministry
of Culture declared that the Report praises the works on the Acropolis, including the recent
cement pavements, as a model on an international scale, thus *giving the green light" for the
implementation of the two planned projects of covering the rock and “reconstructing” the flight
of steps. The Prime Minister even asked the critics of the works on national TV to ask forgiveness
for having opposed the works! It is clear that the Greek Ministry of Culture misrepresents the
Mission Report as an approval of its works and plans by UNESCO.

MoA avaptiOnke n ékOgon tng ZupBouAisutikig ATTOGTOANG GTOV LGTOTOTO TNG
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Ervtporirig Maykoopiag KAnpovopiag, to EAAnviké Yroupyeio MoAttiopo SnAwoe 0t n
‘ExOgon emawel Ta épya aTnv AKPOTOAN, CURTIEPIAGHUBAVOLEVWY TWV TIPOGPATWY
S100TPWOEWVY ATO TOUEVTO, WG MPOTUTO o SLeBvn KAipaka, «8ivovtag £€Tol To TPACIVO
PWG» Y& TNV VAOTIOINON TWV 8U0 EMOHUEVWY TIPOYPAHUATIOHEVWVY £PYWV KAAUYNG TOV
Bpaxou KAl «OVOKATOOKEVNG» TNG HVNHUELaRKNG tpoafaang. O MpwButtoupyodg {itnoe
HAALOTO OO TOUG ETUKPLTEG TWV £PYyWV, HECW TNG SnUocLag TnAsopaong, va {nTrpoouvv
CUYYVWIN TIoV evavTiwOnkav ota épya! Eival oa@ég 6TL To EAAnVIKO YTroupysio
MoAtrtwopov maparmotel TNV ‘EkOean Ttng AMooToARG, WG £YKPLON TWV £PYWV KOL TWV
oxeSiwv Tou ané tnv UNESCO.

Under the pretext of implementing a drainage system, a net of strong reinforced concrete is
being planted in the earth very close to the monuments and the living rock on the Acropolis
plateau, but also around the foot of the Acropolis Rock and the neighboring archaeological sites.
Archaeological research and documentation before the implementation of this drainage system
have been carried out using fast-track procedures, with unpredictable losses of archaeological
information. This makes obvious that the planners and perpetrators of the recent works on the
Acropolis do not care at all about conforming with Greece’s obligations under the World Heritage
Convention and its other international commitments.

Mée TIPOOXNUA TNV EQAPHUOYN ATTOCTPAYYLOTIKOV GUOTAUATOG, PUTEVETAL 0TN YN éva SixTu amod
LOXUPO OTIALIOHEVO OKUPOSEUA TIOAU KOVTA 0T PVNHELD KOl 0TOV {wVTavo Bpdxo Tavw oTnv
AKPOTIOAN, OAAG KAl YUpW Ot TOuG TIPOTIdEG TOV Bpdixou Tng AKpOTToANG Kot TOUG
YELTOVIKOUG OPXALOAOYLKOUG XWPOUG. H apXatoAoyikr Epguva Kal N TeKpnpiwaon pv omd tnv
EQOPHOYH CUTOV TOU CUCTHHATOG ATIOXETEVONG £XOUVV Tipaypatornondel pe Taxeia Stadikaoia,
ME OTIPOPAETITEG ATIWAELEG APXAULOAOYLIKWY TIANPOPOPLWV. AUTO KOBOLOTA TIPOPAVEG OTL OL
OoXeOLOOTEG KOl OL QUTOVPYOL TWV TIPOCPATWYV EPYwV 0TnNV AKPOTIOAN Sev evdlapépovTal
KOBOAOU yLal TN CUPUOPPWON HE TLG UTIOX PEWOELG TNG EANGSag amd tn ZupBaon MNaykoopiag
KAnpovoutag kat tig dAAeg SieBveig Seopevoelg tne.

The correct interpretation of the Mission Report is that nothing should be done on the Acropolis
before the completion of the procedure prescribed by the Convention and national law, as
mentioned above, and the final approval by the World Heritage Committee.

H owotn eppnveia tng EkBeong Tng AMOOTOANG givat OTL Sev TPETIEL val Yivel TitoTa oTnv
AkpoToAn TipLv amo v oAokAnpwaon tng Stadikaoiag ov opiletat amd Tn TVUPaon Kat Thv
€0vikn vopoBeoio, OTwg Ttpoava@EPONKE, KaL TNV TEALKH £ykpLlon amo tnv Emitpornn
MNaykooplag KAnpovoulag,.

Ignoring activities which are so obviously and blatantly destructive, and turning a deaf ear to the
widespread criticism expressed by hundreds of international experts and civil society, will further
erode what is left of the Credibility of the World Heritage Convention, devalue it as an instrument
of Conservation, put its legitimacy for Capacity-building in question, render all efforts of
Communicating its values obsolete, and negate its commitment to Communities.

H ayvonon 8paotnploti)Twy TIov €ival TOG0 TPOPAVWG KOl KATAPWPX KATOGTPOPLKEG
KOl TO VO KWPEVEL KAVEIG 0TN SLadeSopévn KPLTLK TTOU EKPPALETAL OATIO EKATOVTASEG
S1EOveig EPTIELPOYVWHOVEG KL THV KOWWWVia Twv TtoAttwy, Oa Stafpwost mepattépw O,TL
€xeL amopeivel anod tnv Aélomiotia tng ZVpaon ywx tng Naykoopiag KAnpovouidg, Oa
TNV UTIOTIHNAOEL WG Opyavo Awatipnong, Ou Oéost ud ap@ofrTnon Tn VORIKN Tng
IkavétnTa, Oa KaTaoTHoEL OAEG TIG TPOOTIAOELeg yia TNV Emikowwvia Twv auwv tng
TapwXNMéVeG Kat Oa avalpéast Tn déopevon tng tpog Tig Kowotnteg.

Nicolaihaus eBriiderstr. 13¢10178BerlineGermanye+49(30)2045-3975

contact@world-heritage-watch.org ¢ www.world-heritage-watch.org



When will the World Heritage Committee act if not now? The world is standing to lose the value
of one of its most iconic buildings — the one which stands as a symbol of cultural heritage itself
and in fact of the organization which you all are a part of. We remind you that the Acropolis of
Athens is the heritage of all humankind, and the world community expects you to live up to your
duty to protect and safeguard it on behalf of all of us.

«[M61e Ba Spdoel n Emitpomn Maykdopiog KAnpovoptdg, av Oxt Twpo;» O KOOHOG KOVTEVEL VA XAOEL
Vv o&la evog amd Ta To eUPANPATIKA TOU KTIPLX — oUTOU TIOU OTEKEL WG GUMPOAO NG dlag TG
TIOALTIOTIKAG KANPOVOULAG KL TNV TIPAYUXTIKOTNTA TOU 0OPYAVIOHOU O0ToV oTtoio €loTe OAOL HEPOG.
Yog vrevOupiloupe 6TL N AkpoToAn Tt ABrvag sivat N kKAnpovould 0Ang TG avBpwWMOTNTAG KAl N
TIAYKOOMLO. KOWOTNTA AVOEVEL OTIO €0GC VO TNPNOETE TO KABNKOV 0OG VO TNV TIPOCTATEVOETE KOl
VO TNV TIPOOTATEWYETE YLt AOYaPLOCHO OAWV MO,

It is imperative that the following actions be taken immediately and decisively:

1. The "Acropolis, Athens” World Heritage Property must be put on the agenda of the 45
session of the World Heritage Committee.

2. The World Heritage Committee must request from the Greek State Party:

— To stop all practical activity on the site immediately until the WH Committee has taken a
decision about the implemented and planned works;

— To submit a Management Plan and a Tourism Plan for the Acropolis, Athens, developed
with full participation of civil society, before any other interventions on the site can be
considered;

— To remove the reinforced concrete pathways and other inappropriate installations
implemented since 2020 and restore as much of the damages caused to the site since
then.

Elvau emitakTikn avaykn va An@Bouv AUECO KOL OTTIOPOCLOTIKA Ol AKOAOVBEG EVEPYELECG:

1. To pvnpeio aykOoULOG KANPOVOULAG «AKpOTIOAN, ABrAvox Tipemel va teBel otnv atdevta g
45" cuvedplaong tng Emitpomnig MNaykoopiag KANpovouLde.

2. H Erutpomn MNaykoopiog KAnpovoulag pémel va {nTrosl and to EAANViko Kpdtog-Méhog:

* Nol OTOHOTAOEL ApECWE KAOE TIPAKTIK SpAOTNPLOTNTA OTOV XWPO WG OTou Nn Emitponn
MNaykooulag KAnpovouldg AdPel amd@aon oXETIKA PE TIG VAOTIOLNOEIOEG KAl TIPOYPORLUOTLIOMEVEG
epyooiec.

* No uttoBdet Zx€do Alaxeiplong kat Lx€Sto TouplopoU yla Tnv AkpoTioAn tng ABrivag, ov Ba
ovamTuxBel pe TNV TTARPN CURUETOXN TNG KOWWVIOG TWV TIOALITWY, TPV £EETAOTOUV GAAEG
TIOPEPPACELG OTOV XWPO.

* Na agpatpeBolv T LOVOTIATIO OTTO OTIALOUEVO OKUPOSEUN KOL GANEG AKATAAANAEG
EYKOATAOTAOELG TIOU VAOTIOBNnKav amd 1o 2020 Kot va amokataotaBovv 000 To Suvatov
TLEPLOCOTEPEC (NILEG TIOL TIPOKANBNKOV OTOV XWPO EKTOTE.

With the expression of our highest considerations
Yours sincerely

1. Dl

Stephan Doempke
Chair
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AEATIO TYNOY

Press Release

World Heritage Watch Pressures UNESCO to Stop Destruction on
the Acropolis of Athens

To Mapatnpntnplo Maykoopiag KAnpovopuag medet tTnv UNESCO
VO OTAHOTAOEL TNV KATAoTPOo@n otnv AKpOToAn tng ABnvaog

The international NGO calls for a discussion of the situation on its next session

Znta va oudnTtnOsi N KATACTOON OTNV EMOEVN oUVESPLaoT TNG
Berlin, 12 May 2023

World Heritage Watch has urged UNESCO not to ignore the destructive construction being carried out
on the Acropolis of Athens, and to discuss the situation on the next session of its World Heritage
Committee in September. The group further asked UNESCO to inscribe the Acropolis on its List of
World Heritage in Danger, and to request Greece to stop all practical activities on the Acropolis until it
has issued a final decision about the works both implemented and planned.

To Mapatnpntipo Maykdopiag KAnpovouldg éxel mpotpéPel tnv UNESCO va pnv ayvonoel Tig
KOTAOTPOPLKEG KATOOKEVEG TIOU Yyivovtal otnv AkpOToAn tng ABrRvag kot va oulnTtAoel tnv
KOTAOTOON OTnv  €mopevn ouvvodo g Emtpomnig Maykoopag KAnpovoptldg tov mpooexh
YemtépPplo. H opydvwon gxel mepattépw ¢ntrioet amd tnv UNESCO va eyypdel Tnv AKpOTIOAN 0TOV
KatdAoyo g Maykoouiag KAnpovopidg o Kivbuvo kat va ¢ntrost amod tnv EAAGSa va oTopatrogL
OAEG TIC TIPAKTIKEG SPaaTNPLOTNTEG 0TNV AKPOTIOAN HEXPL VO EKSWOEL TEAIKN amO@AOn Yl T £PYQ
IOV LAOTIONONKAY KAl TIpoypoppaTi{ovTal.

In an open letter sent to UNESCO today, the international NGO points out that the very extensive
construction activities have been criticized by hundreds of international experts, whose opinion merit a
discussion by the Committee.

Y& Ml avol(tn €moToAn Tou améotehe onpepa otnv UNESCO, n &iebvrig MKO emonpaivel 61t ot
TIOAU EKTETOUEVEG KOATOOKEVOOTIKEG SpaoTnNPLOTNTEG €XOLV eTkplOel amd ekatovtadeg Slebvelqg
EUTIELPOYVWHIOVEC, N YVWHN TwV oTolwv agidel va oulntnBel amod tnv Emitpomn).

The constructions on the site are so massive, argues the group, that they alter its appearance and
character to an extent that will deprive the property completely of its authenticity and integrity,
representing a direct threat to the Outstanding Universal Value of the Acropolis.

‘Onwg vmootnpilel, Ol KOTOOKEVEC OTOV XWPO €lval TOOO KATOAUTIKEG, TIOU CAAOLWVOULV TNV
EUPAVLON KOL TOV XOPOKTAPX Tou o€ PaBud mou Ba otepAoel eVvTEAWS TNV auBevTIKOTNTA KAl TNV
OKEPALOTNTA TOV, ATEWVTAG Apeaa TNV E&€xovoa Owkoupevikn A&l tng AkpdToAng.

World Heritage Watch blames UNESCO for allowing itself to be misled by Greek officials who
explained that all measures taken were fully appropriate and reversible, in contrast to the obvious and
blatant reality on the site. It expresses disbelief that a UNESCO mission visiting Athens in April 2022
should not have realized the massive impact of the works, and implies that non-technical
considerations may have influenced their report, hinting at the possibility of political lobbying by
Greece to have its works green-lighted by the prestigious body.

To Mapatnpntplo Maykdopiag KAnpovouidg katnyopet tnv UNESCO o1t emétpede otov €autd TNG
va aparAavnBel and EAANveG alwpaTouxoug TIou €€fynoay OTL OAX Ta PETPX TIOU €ARPOnoav
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ATAV AmMOAUTWG KATAANAX KOl QVOOTPEWIUR, O QvTIOEon HE TNV TPOPOVH KOL KPOUYOAEX
TPAYUATIKOTNTA oToV Xwpo. Ekdpdlel duomiotian mou W amootoAry ™ UNESCO, n omoia
eMOKEPONKe TNV ABAva tov Ampidlo tou 2022, Sev pmopel va pnv ouveldnTtomoinos Tov TEPAOTIO
OVTIKTUTIO TWV EPYWV KOL UTIOVOEL OTL «fn TEXVIKOL TIApAyovTeG» (OWG va eTnpeacav TV £kBeon
TOUG, UTIOVOWVTAC TNV TOAVOTATA TIOAITIKWY TIECEWV aTtO TNV EAAGS O, WoTE va TIAPEL TO «TIPACIVO
PWEG» YL T £PYL TNG ATIO TOV £YKUPO OPYOAVIOUO.

World Heritage Watch insists that a Management Plan and Tourism Plan should be developed with full
participation of civil society, and all works in reinforced concrete should be demolished and the
Acropolis restored to its state in 2020.

To Mapatnpnthiplo Maykdouog KANpovouLag emipevel OTL TTPETEL Vo avamtuxOel Ixédlo Alxxeiplong
Kol 2X€510 TOUPLOPOY e TIANPN CUUHUETOXN TNG KOWWVIAG TWV TIOAITWY, OAX TA £PYQL UE OTIALOUEVO
OKLPOSENA VA KATESAPLOTOUV KoL N AKPOTIOAN VA amoKaTAoTaOEl 0TNV KaTAOTOON TIOV BPLoKOTANV
To 2020.

"When will the World Heritage Committee act if not now?” says Stephan Doempke, the chair of the
organization and an avowed philhellene who has visited Greece and the Acropolis countless times
since 1973 at the age of 18. “This monument, which has inspired countless generations for its elevating
spirit and beauty, is being turned into a shallow backdrop of must-see locations for selfie photos.
Greece will have lost its soul and be no longer considered a stalwart of archaeology and cultural
heritage, and the world will have lost a site to which humanity has looked up to in awe for 2,500 years.”
«[M61e Ba Spdoel n Emitporry Maykoopiag KAnpovodg, av oxtL twpa;» Agel o Stephan Doempke, o
mP0oedPog NG Opydvwaong Kal OPKLOPEVOC PEAANVOC TIOU €XEL eTILOKEPTEL TNV EAAGSO kol thv
AKpOTIOAN dmelpeg popég amd to 1973 mou NTav os nAkkia 18 eTwv. «AuTO TO HVNHEIO, TTOU £XEL
EUMVEVOEL CUETPITEG YEVIEG YIX TO AVUPWTIKO TTIVEUHA KOL TNV OHOPPLR TOV, UETATPETETAL OE
éva pnXo oKNVLIKO amo “must-see” TomoBeoicg yiax pwtoypapieg selfie. H EAAGSa Oa £xel xéoet
™v Puxn ™G Ko dev Ba Bswpseitarl TMAéov éva «MaAAANKAPL> THG APXXLOAOYinG Kol THG
TIOALTIOTIK|G KANPOVOLLAG KOl O KOGHOG Oa éxeL XAOEL évav TOTO TOV OTOi0 N avOpwToTHTA
atevidel pe 8éog edw kat 2.500 xpovia».

The World Heritage Committee is the decision-making body under the World Heritage Convention, an
international treaty to which Greece is a signatory. It is made up of 21 countries elected according to a
regional key. Presently, Greece is a member of this body which gives the Greek government additional
leverage to influence its decisions. The agenda of the Committee is set by the Director-General of
UNESCO upon suggestions by the Committee and its secretariat, the World Heritage Centre.

H Emtpory Maykdopiag KAnpovopdg elval 1o 0pyovo ARWNG amo@Acswv 0TO TAQLOO TNG
YUpBaong ya tnv Maykoopa KAnpovoud, pia diebvry ouvBrkn tnv omoia n EAAGSa £xeL vTtoypAYEL.
AmoTteeital amd 21 xwPEG IOV EKAEYOVTAL CUUPWVX LIE EVA TIEPLPEPELOKO KAEWSL. Emtl Tou TtapovTog,
n EAGSa eival péNog autov Tou opydvou, KATL Tou Sivel aTnv eAANVIKY KUBEpvNnon HLa ETUTTAEOV
Suvapn ylx va emnpedaoel TI anmo@aoelg tou. H nuepnota didtaén tng Emtpomnig opiletat amnod tov
Feviko AevBuvty g UNESCO katdmiv slonyrioswv tng Emitpomig kot Tng ypoupatelag g, To
Kévtpo Maykoopiag KAnpovodg.
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